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IGCSE Programme Guide
As students move into Key Stage 4, they begin an 
important new phase of their education. This stage 
marks a transition towards greater independence, 
increased academic challenge and a broader range of 
subject choices.
The IGCSE programme offers students the opportunity 
to build on the knowledge and skills developed in 
earlier years whilst beginning to specialise in areas of 
interest and strength. Through a broad and balanced 
curriculum, students are encouraged to think 
critically, work with increasing responsibility and 
develop the study habits required for future success.
At Royal Russell School Vilnius, we aim to provide an 
IGCSE programme that is both academically rigorous 
and supportive. Our wide subject offer allows students 
to pursue a range of academic, creative and practical 
disciplines, whilst ensuring that all students follow a 
strong core curriculum.
This booklet is designed to guide students and parents 
through the IGCSE programme and the options 
available for the next stage of learning.



What are IGCSEs?
IGCSEs (International General Certificate of Secondary Education) are internationally recognised 
qualifications designed for students aged 14–16. They are widely taught in international schools and 
British schools around the world and provide a strong academic foundation for further study.

IGCSE courses emphasise deep subject understanding, critical thinking and the application of 
knowledge, rather than rote learning. Students are encouraged to analyse information, solve 
problems and communicate ideas clearly, preparing them well for the demands of post-16 education 
and beyond.

At Royal Russell School Vilnius, IGCSE courses are delivered in line with internationally recognised 
standards. The school works with UK-based and international examination providers to ensure that 
qualifications are rigorous, respected and appropriate for our students. Whilst specific awarding 
bodies may vary by subject, all courses follow a common academic framework and level of 
challenge.

Assessment and Grading
IGCSE subjects are assessed through a combination of written examinations, practical assessments 
and coursework, depending on the subject. This approach allows students to demonstrate both 
subject knowledge and their ability to apply learning in different contexts.

Most IGCSE subjects are graded on a nine-point scale from 9 to 1, where:

Grade 9

Highest grade

Grades 9–7

High level of achievement 
and strong subject mastery

Grade 1

Lowest grade

Full details of assessment methods and grading are provided in the individual subject descriptions 
later in this booklet. The school ensures that assessment approaches are consistent with 
international best practice and the expectations of UK examination boards.



The Structure of the IGCSE Programme
The IGCSE programme at Royal Russell School Vilnius is taught over two academic years, during 
Years 10 and 11. During this time, students follow a structured and balanced curriculum designed to 
prepare them for external examinations at the end of the course.

Programme Structure

Total of eight IGCSE subjects

Combination of compulsory core subjects 
and optional subjects

Most subjects taught for three hours per 
week

Additional time for core subjects

Programme Goals

Maintain broad education

Begin specialisation in areas of interest

Support steady academic progress

Develop effective study skills

Increase independence in learning

The programme is designed to support steady academic progress, the development of effective 
study skills and increasing independence in learning, ensuring that students are well prepared for 
the demands of examination courses.

Home Learning and Independent Study
Home learning is an important part of the IGCSE programme and supports the development of 
independent study skills required at this level.

Students can expect regular home learning tasks in all subjects. These may include written 
assignments, research tasks, revision activities, reading, preparation for assessments and the 
consolidation of classwork. The purpose of home learning is to reinforce understanding, develop 
subject knowledge and encourage students to take increasing responsibility for their learning.

As students progress through Key Stage 4, expectations for independent study increase. 
Students are encouraged to plan their time carefully, meet deadlines and reflect on feedback 
provided by their teachers.

Parents are encouraged to support students by providing a suitable study environment at home and 
by taking an interest in the work being set. Guidance on effective study habits and revision 
strategies will be provided by the school throughout the IGCSE programme.



The Core Curriculum
All students follow a core curriculum designed to ensure a strong academic foundation throughout the IGCSE programme. 
These compulsory subjects provide essential skills in communication, numeracy and scientific understanding and are 
studied by all students regardless of their optional subject choices.

English Language
Essential communication skills in 
written and spoken English

Mathematics
Core numeracy and problem-
solving skills

At least one Science
Scientific understanding and 
practical skills

These subjects form the backbone of the IGCSE programme and are allocated additional teaching time to reflect their 
central importance within the curriculum.

Further detail on each core subject, including course content and assessment approaches, is provided in the subject 
descriptions later in this booklet.

IGCSE Options
In addition to the compulsory core subjects, students choose a number of optional subjects as part 
of the IGCSE programme.

Optional subjects are organised into option blocks. Each block contains a selection of subjects 
taught at the same time. Students must choose one subject from each option block, ensuring a 
balanced and manageable programme of study.

The option blocks are designed to offer a broad range of academic, creative and practical subjects, 
whilst also allowing students to pursue areas of interest and strength. Certain subject combinations 
may not be possible due to timetable constraints.

Guidance will be provided to students during the options process to help them make appropriate 
and well-informed choices.

The option blocks are:

Core Science Block A Block B Block C Block D Block E

Biology Literature Business St. French Spanish Chemistry

Chemistry Computer 
Science

Physics History Music Sociology

Physics Biology Art Drama Geography Russian



PSHE and Careers Guidance
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) and careers guidance form an important 
part of the IGCSE programme and support students' academic, personal and future development.

PSHE Topics

Wellbeing and health

Relationships

Personal responsibility

Online safety

Resilience and self-awareness

Positive decision-making

Careers Guidance

Subject choices and future pathways

Post-16 education options

Career exploration

Individual discussions

Support from teaching staff

Through PSHE, students explore topics related to wellbeing, relationships, personal responsibility, 
online safety and health. The programme is designed to support students as they move through Key 
Stage 4 and to help them develop resilience, self-awareness and positive decision-making skills.

Careers guidance is embedded throughout the IGCSE years. Students are supported in 
understanding how subject choices relate to future pathways, including post-16 education and 
career options. Guidance is provided through lessons, individual discussions and support from 
teaching staff.

As part of the options process, students receive advice on subject selection to ensure that choices 
are appropriate to their interests, strengths and future plans.

Recreational Physical Education
Recreational Physical Education forms part of the wider Key Stage 4 curriculum and supports 
students' physical wellbeing and healthy lifestyles.

The programme provides students with regular opportunities to take part in a range of physical 
activities, encouraging participation, teamwork and enjoyment of physical exercise. Activities are 
designed to be inclusive and accessible to all students, regardless of prior experience or ability.

Recreational Physical Education is non-examined and does not lead to an IGCSE 
qualification. It complements the academic curriculum by promoting balance, wellbeing and 
positive habits alongside students' examination subjects.



Important Information About Option 
Choices

When selecting IGCSE options, students and parents should be aware of the following:

One Subject Per Block

Students must select one 
subject from each option 
block.

Core Requirements

All students must meet the 
requirements of the core 
curriculum, including 
English Language, 
Mathematics and Science.

Prerequisites

Some subjects may require 
a minimum level of prior 
study or demonstrated 
aptitude.

Changes After Deadline

In exceptional circumstances, changes to 
option choices may be permitted after the 
submission deadline, subject to timetable 
feasibility and approval by the school.

Changes After Start

Once courses have begun, changes may be 
limited and cannot be guaranteed.

Students and parents are encouraged to discuss option choices carefully and to seek advice from 
teaching staff where appropriate.

Please note that not all subject combinations can be guaranteed; however, where possible, 
the school will seek to adapt the options blocks to meet students' needs.



The Core Curriculum



English Language
English Language is a compulsory IGCSE subject studied by all students throughout Key Stage 4.

Course Content
The course develops advanced skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening. Students study a wide range of 
unseen fiction and non-fiction texts, including extracts from novels and short stories, autobiographical writing, 
journalism, reports and speeches. Through close reading, students learn to analyse how writers use language, 
structure and stylistic devices to shape meaning and achieve specific effects.

Writing is taught across a range of forms and purposes. Students produce descriptive and narrative writing, as 
well as transactional and discursive texts such as letters, articles, speeches and reports. Particular emphasis is 
placed on planning, organisation, accurate sentence structure, varied vocabulary and appropriate tone for 
different audiences.

Speaking and listening skills are developed through structured discussions, presentations and formal speaking 
activities, enabling students to express ideas clearly, respond to others and use spoken English confidently in 
both formal and informal contexts.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years. Students build skills progressively, with regular opportunities to 
practise examination-style tasks. Reading and writing skills are taught in an integrated way, and students receive 
detailed feedback to support improvement over time.

Assessment
Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. These assess:

Reading comprehension and analysis of unseen texts

Evaluation of writersʼ choices of language and structure

Writing for specific purposes and audiences under timed conditions

Spoken language is assessed separately during the course and reported independently. It does not contribute to 
the final examination grade but forms an important part of studentsʼ overall development.Skills and Progression

Through the study of English Language, students develop:

Critical reading and analytical skills

Clear, accurate and effective written communication

The ability to plan, structure and edit extended writing

Confidence and clarity in spoken communication

The course provides a strong foundation for further study in English and supports success across the wider 
curriculum at post-16 level



Mathematics
Core Subject

Mathematics is a compulsory IGCSE subject studied by all students throughout Key Stage 4.

Course Content

The course develops students' understanding of mathematical concepts and their ability to apply these accurately and efficiently. 
Core areas of study include number and calculation, algebra, geometry and measures, probability and statistics.

Students learn to work confidently with numerical methods, algebraic expressions and equations, graphs, geometric relationships 
and statistical data. Emphasis is placed on problem solving, logical reasoning and the clear communication of mathematical ideas 
using appropriate notation.

Throughout the course, students are encouraged to apply mathematics to both familiar and unfamiliar contexts, developing flexibility 
and confidence in their approach to problem solving.

Course Structure

The course is taught over two academic years. Topics are introduced progressively and revisited regularly to consolidate 
understanding. Students practise a wide range of examination-style questions and develop effective strategies for tackling multi-step 
problems.

Opportunities are provided for both calculator and non-calculator work, reflecting the structure of the final assessments.

Assessment

Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. Examinations assess:

Mathematical knowledge and understanding
The ability to apply techniques accurately
Problem solving and logical reasoning
Use of appropriate mathematical notation

Assessment includes a combination of calculator and non-calculator papers.

Skills and Progression

Through the study of Mathematics, students develop:

Accuracy and fluency in mathematical techniques
Logical and analytical thinking
Confidence in solving unfamiliar problems
The ability to interpret and analyse numerical information

Mathematics provides a strong foundation for further study in a wide range of academic and vocational pathways.



Biology
Core Science Option / Optional Subject

Biology may be studied as part of the core science requirement and is also available as an optional subject for students who wish to study Biology in greater depth.

Course Content

Cells and OrganisationCell structure, 
microscopy, and the movement of 
substances into and out of cells
Biological MoleculesCarbohydrates, 
proteins, fats and enzyme activity
NutritionPlant nutrition including 
photosynthesis, and human nutrition 
and digestion
RespirationAerobic and anaerobic 
respiration processes

Transport SystemsTransport in plants 
and humans, including the circulatory 
system
Disease and ImmunityPathogens and 
defence mechanisms
Gas ExchangeGas exchange in plants 
and humans
CoordinationHormones and the nervous 
system

ReproductionHuman reproduction and 
plant reproduction
InheritanceBasic genetics and inherited 
traits
EcosystemsFood chains, nutrient cycles 
and human impact on the environment

Practical work is an essential part of the course and supports students in developing experimental skills, data analysis and scientific evaluation.

Course Structure

The course is taught over two academic years. Content is delivered through a combination of theory lessons, practical investigations and 
examination-style questions. Topics are revisited regularly to reinforce understanding and support progression.

Assessment

Knowledge and understanding of biological concepts
Application of biological knowledge to unfamiliar situations

Analysis and interpretation of biological data
Understanding of experimental methods and practical techniques

Practical skills are assessed through written examination questions based on experimental contexts.

Skills and Progression

Scientific knowledge and biological understanding
Practical and investigative skills

Data analysis and evaluation
Logical and critical thinking

Biology provides a strong foundation for further study in Biology and related scientific subjects at post-16 level.



Chemistry
Core Science Option / Optional Subject

Chemistry may be studied as part of the core science requirement and is also available as an optional subject for 
students who wish to study Chemistry in greater depth.

Course Content
The course introduces students to the fundamental principles of Chemistry and how substances behave and interact. 
Key areas of study include:

The particulate nature of matter, including solids, 
liquids and gases
Atomic structure, including protons, neutrons, 
electrons and isotopes
Elements, compounds and mixtures, including 
separation techniques
Chemical bonding, including ionic, covalent and 
metallic bonding
The Periodic Table, including trends in groups and 
periods
Chemical equations and calculations, including 
relative atomic mass, formulae and moles
Acids, bases and salts, including pH, indicators and 
neutralisation

Rates of reaction, including factors affecting reaction 
speed
Energy changes in reactions, including exothermic 
and endothermic reactions
Redox reactions, including oxidation and reduction
Metals and their properties, including extraction and 
corrosion
Electrolysis, including applications and industrial 
processes
Organic chemistry, including hydrocarbons, alcohols, 
carboxylic acids and polymers
Chemistry in the environment, including air and water 
quality

Practical work is an integral part of the course and supports the development of experimental technique, safe laboratory 
practice and analytical skills.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years through a combination of theory lessons, practical experiments and 
examination-style questions. Topics are sequenced to build understanding progressively and are regularly revisited to 
reinforce learning.

Assessment
Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. Examinations assess:

Knowledge and understanding of chemical principles
Application of chemical concepts to unfamiliar situations
Quantitative problem solving and chemical calculations
Interpretation of experimental data and practical methods

Practical skills are assessed through written examination questions based on experimental scenarios.

Skills and Progression
Through the study of Chemistry, students develop:

Scientific reasoning and problem-solving skills
Practical laboratory skills and safe working practices
Quantitative and analytical skills
The ability to interpret and evaluate scientific information

Chemistry provides a strong foundation for further study in Chemistry and related scientific and technical subjects at 
post-16 level.



Physics
Core Science Option / Optional Subject

Physics may be studied as part of the core science requirement and is also available as an optional subject for students who wish 
to study Physics in greater depth.

Course Content
The course develops students' understanding of the fundamental laws of Physics and how they apply to the world around us. 
Key areas of study include:

Motion – speed, velocity, acceleration and distance–time graphs

Forces and momentum – Newton's laws and the effects of forces

Energy, work and power – energy transfers and efficiency

Thermal physics – temperature, heat transfer and changes of state

Waves – properties of waves, sound and light

Electricity – electric circuits, current, voltage and resistance

Magnetism and electromagnetism – magnetic fields and electromagnetic induction

Electric motors and generators – practical applications

Properties of matter – density, pressure and states of matter

Radioactivity – atomic structure, radiation and half-life

Practical work is an essential part of the course and supports the development of experimental skills, measurement techniques 
and data analysis.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years through a combination of theory lessons, practical investigations and examination-
style problem solving. Mathematical skills are developed throughout the course and applied regularly to physical contexts.

Assessment
Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. Examinations assess:

Understanding of physical concepts and laws
Application of knowledge to unfamiliar situations
Use of mathematical techniques in Physics
Interpretation of experimental data and practical methods

Practical skills are assessed through written examination questions based on experimental contexts.

Skills and Progression
Through the study of Physics, students develop:

Logical reasoning and problem-solving skills
Practical and investigative skills
Confidence in applying mathematics to real-world situations
Analytical thinking and evaluation

Physics provides a strong foundation for further study in Physics, engineering, technology and related fields.



Lithuanian as a First 
Language
Course Content

The course develops studentsʼ proficiency in the Lithuanian 
language through the integrated study of language, literature 
and communication. Key areas of study include:

Language skills, including advanced reading 
comprehension, accurate written expression and effective 
spoken communication

Grammar and language structure, including sentence 
structure, syntax, vocabulary development and correct use 
of standard Lithuanian

Text analysis, including literary and non-literary texts such 
as prose, poetry, essays, articles and public texts

Literature studies, including works by Lithuanian authors 
and an an introduction to key themes, genres and cultural 
contexts

Writing skills, including analytical essays, interpretative 
responses, summaries and structured extended writing

Oral communication, including discussion, presentations 
and interpretation of texts

Course Structure

The course is taught throughout the academic year alongside 
the IGCSE programme. Lessons combine the study of 
language and literature with regular opportunities for writing, 
discussion and oral work.

Assessment

Assessment follows the requirements of the Lithuanian 
national education system and includes written assessments, 
text analysis, language tasks and oral work.

Skills and Progression

The course develops high-level literacy, analytical skills and 
understanding of Lithuanian language and culture.



Lithuanian as a Second 
Language
Course Content

The course focuses on developing practical and 
academic Lithuanian language skills to support studentsʼ 
integration into school life and wider society. Key areas 
of study include:

Listening and reading comprehension using everyday 
and academic texts

Speaking skills, including structured conversation, 
discussion and presentations

Writing skills, including short texts, descriptions, 
summaries and structured responses

Grammar and language structures, including verb 
tenses, cases, sentence structure and word formation

Vocabulary development for school, social and 
cultural contexts

Cultural awareness, including aspects of Lithuanian 
society and public life

Course Structure

The course is taught throughout the academic year 
alongside the IGCSE programme. Lessons are skills-
based and interactive, with teaching adapted to studentsʼ 
starting points and progress.

Assessment

Assessment follows the requirements of the Lithuanian 
national education system and focuses on progress, 
accuracy and effective communication.

Skills and Progression

The course develops confidence in spoken and written 
Lithuanian and supports studentsʼ wider academic 
progress and daily life in Lithuania.



The Options subjects



Art & Design
Optional IGCSE Subject

Art & Design is an optional IGCSE subject for students with an interest in visual art, 
creativity and design.

Course Content

The course encourages students to explore ideas, develop creative skills and produce 
personal responses through a range of visual and practical work. Students study and 
practise drawing, painting, printmaking, mixed media and three-dimensional processes, 
as well as developing skills in composition, colour, texture and form.

Students learn to record ideas through observation, research and experimentation. This 
includes drawing from direct observation, developing visual studies, exploring materials 
and techniques, and analysing the work of artists and designers to inform their own 
work.

As the course progresses, students develop one or more personal projects, refining 
ideas through planning, experimentation and reflection. Emphasis is placed on creative 
development, technical control and the ability to present a coherent body of work.

Course Structure

The course is taught over two academic years. Students build a coursework portfolio 
that demonstrates the development of ideas, practical skills and final outcomes. This is 
complemented by a timed examination project, during which students produce a final 
piece based on a given theme.

Assessment

Assessment is based on two components:

Coursework, consisting of a portfolio of practical work developed over time
Externally set examination task, completed under timed conditions

Assessment considers:

Development of ideas
Use of materials and techniques
Recording from observation and research
Presentation and final outcomes

Skills and Progression

Through the study of Art & Design, students develop:

Creative and visual thinking
Practical skills using a range of media
The ability to develop and refine ideas
Independent working and time management

Art & Design provides a strong foundation for further study in art, design and creative 
subjects at post-16 level.



Business Studies
Optional IGCSE Subject

Business Studies is an optional IGCSE subject that introduces students to the world of business and enterprise.

Course Content
The course explores how businesses are set up, organised and managed, and how they operate within local and global markets. Key areas of study include:

Business Activity
Types of businesses, entrepreneurship and business objectives

People in Business
Recruitment, motivation, training and organisational structure

Marketing
Market research, product design, pricing, promotion and distribution

Operations Management
Production methods, quality control and location decisions

Financial Information
Costs, revenue, profit, cash flow and break-even analysis

External Influences
Economic, environmental and ethical factors

Students learn to apply business concepts to real and realistic business scenarios, developing decision-making and evaluative skills.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years. Lessons combine theoretical learning with case studies, discussion and examination-style questions. Students are regularly 
required to analyse business information and justify decisions.

Assessment
Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. Examinations assess:

Knowledge and understanding of business concepts
Application of business theory to given situations
Analysis and evaluation of business decisions

There is no coursework component in Business Studies.

Skills and Progression
Through the study of Business Studies, students develop:

Analytical and evaluative thinking
Decision-making and problem-solving skills
An understanding of economic and commercial contexts
Written communication using business terminology

Business Studies provides a strong foundation for further study in business, economics and related subjects at post-16 level.



Computer Science
Optional IGCSE Subject

Computer Science is an optional IGCSE subject that develops students' understanding of how 
computers work and how computational thinking is applied to solve problems.

Course Content
The course covers both theoretical knowledge and practical skills. Key areas of study include:

Theory
Computer systems – hardware, software, 
memory, storage and input/output devices
Data representation – binary, hexadecimal, 
text, images and sound
Networks – network types, communication 
and network security
Cyber security – threats, prevention methods 
and ethical considerations
Boolean logic – logic gates and truth tables
Automated and emerging technologies – 
artificial intelligence and robotics

Programming
Algorithms – sequencing, selection and 
iteration
Programming – writing, testing and debugging 
code
Data structures – arrays and basic file 
handling
Problem-solving using computational thinking

Students learn to design algorithms, write programs and evaluate computational solutions.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years. Students develop programming skills using a high-level 
programming language and practise applying theory to practical problems. Lessons include problem-
solving tasks, coding exercises and examination-style questions.

Assessment
Assessment is through external examinations at the end of the course. Examinations assess:

Understanding of computer systems and theory
Ability to design, write and trace algorithms
Problem-solving using computational thinking

Programming skills are assessed through written examination tasks rather than coursework.

Skills and Progression
Through the study of Computer Science, students develop:

Logical and computational thinking
Problem-solving and analytical skills
Programming and debugging skills
An understanding of digital systems and technology

Computer Science provides a strong foundation for further study in computing, engineering and 
technology-related subjects at post-16 level.



Drama
Optional IGCSE Subject

Drama is an optional IGCSE subject that develops students' performance skills, creativity and 
understanding of theatre.

Course Content
The course explores drama through practical performance work and the study of theatrical techniques. 
Students learn to use voice, movement and space effectively and develop an understanding of character, 
role and dramatic structure.

Key areas of study include:

Practical performance skills
Voice, movement and physical expression

Improvisation and devised drama
Creation of original performances

Scripted drama
Interpretation and performance of published scripts

Drama techniques
Characterisation, staging and use of space

Theatre roles
Acting, directing and design

Reflection and evaluation
Analysis of own and others' performances

Students also learn how drama is created, rehearsed and performed, both individually and as part of an 
ensemble.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years. Learning is largely practical and includes regular 
performance work, rehearsals and reflection. Students take part in group and individual performances and 
learn to evaluate their work in written form.

Assessment
Assessment is based on a combination of practical and written components, including:

Coursework, consisting of practical performances and supporting written work
Written examination, assessing understanding of drama and theatre

Assessment considers performance skills, creativity, understanding of dramatic techniques and the ability 
to reflect critically on performance work.

Skills and Progression
Through the study of Drama, students develop:

Confidence in performance and presentation
Communication and collaboration skills
Creativity and imagination
Analytical and evaluative skills

Drama provides a strong foundation for further study in drama, theatre and performance-related subjects 
at post-16 level.



English Literature
Optional IGCSE Subject

English Literature is an optional IGCSE subject for students who enjoy reading, discussion and 
extended writing, and who wish to study a range of literary texts in depth.

Course Content
The course develops students' ability to read closely, interpret meaning and write clear, analytical 
responses about literature. Students study a selection of set texts, typically including:

A play
Often Shakespeare or modern drama

A novel
Extended prose fiction

A poetry selection
Study of individual poems and comparison of themes and methods

Students learn to analyse how writers create meaning through language, structure and form. They 
explore key themes, character, setting, context and the writer's intentions, and they develop the ability 
to support interpretations with precise textual reference.

The course also develops skills in comparison, particularly when responding to different poems or 
different parts of a text.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years. Students build knowledge of the set texts alongside 
the development of literary analysis and essay-writing skills. Regular practice is provided in 
examination-style responses, including timed essays.

Assessment
Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. Examinations assess:

Knowledge and understanding of the set texts
Ability to analyse language, structure and form
Development of a coherent personal response, supported by evidence
Clear and accurate written communication

There is no coursework component in English Literature.

Skills and Progression
Through the study of English Literature, students develop:

Critical reading and interpretation
Analytical and evaluative writing skills
The ability to construct extended arguments using evidence
Greater cultural and literary awareness

English Literature provides a strong foundation for further study in English and humanities subjects at 
post-16 level.



French
Optional IGCSE Subject

French is an optional IGCSE subject that develops students' ability to communicate 
confidently and accurately in French.

Course Content

The course focuses on the development of listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. 
Students study a range of topics related to everyday life and the French-speaking world, 
including:

Personal information, family, 
relationships and daily routines
Education, school life and future plans
Leisure, hobbies, media, travel and 
tourism

Health and wellbeing, including 
lifestyle choices
The world of work, including careers 
and ambitions
The environment and society, 
including global issues and cultural 
awareness

Students learn to understand and produce language in a variety of contexts, using 
increasingly complex vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Grammar is taught systematically and includes tenses, sentence structure, agreements 
and the accurate use of language.

Course Structure

The course is taught over two academic years. Language skills are developed in an 
integrated way, with regular practice in all four skill areas. Lessons include listening 
activities, speaking tasks, reading comprehension and extended writing.

Assessment

Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. 
Examinations assess:

Listening comprehension
Spoken communication
Reading comprehension
Written communication

All four language skills contribute to the final grade.

Skills and Progression

Through the study of French, students develop:

Practical communication skills in a foreign language
Cultural awareness and understanding
Confidence in speaking and listening
Accuracy in reading and writing

French provides a strong foundation for further study of languages and supports 
international-mindedness and global communication.



Geography
Optional IGCSE Subject

Geography is an optional IGCSE subject that helps students understand the physical and human processes 
that shape the world and the relationship between people and their environment.

Course Content
The course is divided into physical, human and environmental geography. Key areas of study include:

Physical Geography
Rivers, coasts, weather, climate, ecosystems and natural hazards

Human Geography
Population, settlement, migration, urbanisation and economic activity

Environmental Management
Resource use, sustainability and environmental challenges

Global Issues
Development, inequality and the impact of human activity on the environment

Students learn to interpret maps, graphs, photographs and data, and to understand geographical patterns, 
processes and interactions at local, national and global scales.

Fieldwork skills are an important part of the course and include data collection, analysis and evaluation, 
supported by case studies and practical investigations.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years. Learning combines theoretical study with practical skills 
development, case study work and examination-style questions. Students regularly practise applying 
geographical knowledge to real-world contexts.

Assessment
Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. Examinations assess:

Knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts
Application of knowledge to case studies and unfamiliar situations
Interpretation of geographical data, maps and images
Evaluation of geographical issues and management strategies

Fieldwork skills are assessed through written examination questions based on practical contexts.

Skills and Progression
Through the study of Geography, students develop:

Analytical and evaluative skills
Data interpretation and map-reading skills
Awareness of global and environmental issues
Critical thinking and problem-solving skills

Geography provides a strong foundation for further study in geography, environmental science and related 
subjects at post-16 level.



History
Optional IGCSE Subject

History is an optional IGCSE subject that develops students' understanding of key events, 
developments and ideas that have shaped the modern world, with a particular focus on the 
twentieth century.

Course Content
The course is structured around international history, a depth study, and source-based 
historical enquiry.

Students study major international developments of the twentieth century, including the causes, 
course and consequences of conflict and cooperation between nations. This includes the impact 
of the First World War, peace settlements, international organisations, the rise of dictatorships and 
the factors leading to the Second World War.

In addition to international history, students complete a depth study, focusing in detail on one 
country or historical period. This allows students to explore political, social and economic change 
in depth and to develop a detailed understanding of how historical events affected people and 
societies. The specific depth study is selected by the school.

A central part of the course is working with historical sources. Students analyse written and 
visual sources such as documents, speeches, photographs and cartoons. They learn to evaluate 
reliability, usefulness and bias, and to use evidence to support historical arguments.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years. Lessons combine the study of historical content 
with the systematic development of historical skills. Students regularly practise examination-style 
questions, including structured responses, source analysis and extended writing.

Assessment
Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. Examinations 
assess:

Knowledge and understanding of historical events and developments
Ability to explain causes, consequences and significance
Analysis and evaluation of historical sources
Construction of clear, well-supported written arguments

There is no coursework component in History.

Skills and Progression
Through the study of History, students develop:

Critical and analytical thinking
Evaluation of evidence and interpretations
Structured and extended writing skills
Understanding of cause, consequence, change and continuity

History provides a strong foundation for further study in history and related humanities subjects at 
post-16 level.



Music
Optional IGCSE Subject

Music is an optional IGCSE subject for students with an interest in performing, composing and 
understanding music in a wide range of styles and traditions.

Course Content
The course is built around three interconnected areas: performing, composing and listening.

Performing
Students develop performance 
skills on one or more 
instruments and/or voice. They 
work on pieces from different 
musical styles and traditions, 
developing technical control, 
accuracy and expressive 
interpretation.

Composing
Students learn how to create 
original music. This includes 
developing musical ideas, 
working with melody, harmony, 
rhythm and structure, and 
refining compositions through 
drafting and evaluation.

Listening
Students study music from a 
variety of traditions, cultures 
and historical periods. They 
learn to identify musical 
elements and analyse how 
composers use these 
elements.

Listening and analysis form a central part of the course. Students study music from a variety of 
traditions, cultures and historical periods. This includes Western classical music, popular music and 
music from different world cultures. Students learn to identify musical elements such as melody, 
harmony, rhythm, texture, timbre and form, and to analyse how composers use these elements.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years. Lessons combine practical music-making with listening 
and analytical work. Students rehearse performances, develop compositions and build listening skills 
alongside theoretical understanding.

Assessment
Assessment is based on a combination of practical and written components:

Performance, assessing technical and expressive skills
Composition, assessing creativity, structure and development of musical ideas
Listening examination, assessing understanding and analysis of unfamiliar music

All components contribute to the final grade.

Skills and Progression
Through the study of Music, students develop:

Performance and ensemble skills
Creative and compositional skills
Listening, analysis and evaluation skills
Musical literacy and understanding

Music provides a strong foundation for further study in music and related creative subjects at post-16 
level.



Russian
Optional IGCSE Subject

Russian is an optional IGCSE subject that develops students' ability to communicate 
confidently and accurately in Russian.

Course Content

The course focuses on the development of listening, speaking, reading and writing 
skills across a range of everyday and contemporary topics. Areas of study typically 
include:

Personal information, family, relationships and daily life
Education, school life, subjects and future plans
Leisure and culture, hobbies, media, travel and cultural traditions
Health and wellbeing, lifestyle choices
The world of work, careers and ambitions
Society and global issues, including social and environmental topics

Students learn to understand and use a wide range of vocabulary and grammatical 
structures, including verb tenses, cases, aspects of verbs and sentence structure, 
with increasing accuracy and complexity.

Course Structure

The course is taught over two academic years. Language skills are developed in an 
integrated way, with regular practice in all four skill areas. Lessons include listening 
activities, speaking tasks, reading comprehension and extended writing.

Assessment

Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. 
Examinations assess:

Listening comprehension
Spoken communication
Reading comprehension
Written communication

All four language skills contribute to the final grade.

Skills and Progression

Through the study of Russian, students develop:

Practical communication skills in a foreign language
Accuracy and confidence in spoken and written Russian
Cultural awareness and understanding
Independent language-learning skills

Russian provides a strong foundation for further study of languages and supports 
international communication and cultural understanding.



Sociology
Optional IGCSE Subject

Sociology is an optional IGCSE subject that examines how societies are organised and how individuals and groups 
interact within society.

Course Content
The course introduces students to key sociological concepts, theories and methods. Students study how social 
structures, institutions and relationships shape behaviour and life chances.

Key areas of study include:

1The sociological approach
Socialisation, culture, norms and values

2 Research methods
Questionnaires, interviews, observations and the 
evaluation of evidence

3Family and households
Different family types, roles and relationships

4 Education
The role of schools, factors influencing 
educational achievement and inequality

5Social inequality
Class, gender and ethnicity

6 Crime and deviance
Explanations for crime, types of crime and 
responses to crime

7Media
The role of the media and its influence on society

Students learn to apply sociological concepts to real social issues and to consider different explanations and viewpoints.

Course Structure
The course is taught over two academic years. Lessons combine theory, discussion, case studies and examination-style 
questions. Students regularly practise applying sociological ideas to contemporary social issues.

Assessment
Assessment takes place through external examinations at the end of the course. Examinations assess:

Knowledge and understanding of sociological concepts and theories
Application of sociological ideas to given scenarios
Analysis and evaluation of evidence and viewpoints
Structured written responses

There is no coursework component in Sociology.

Skills and Progression
Through the study of Sociology, students develop:

Critical and analytical thinking
Understanding of social issues and structures
Evaluation of evidence and arguments
Clear and structured written communication

Sociology provides a strong foundation for further study in sociology and related social science subjects at post-16 
level.
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